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12,444 CASES CLOSED

27,404 PEOPLE IMPACTED 
by our direct services.

$2.9 MILLION RECOVERED 
in public benefi ts for clients in desperate need.
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
Friends,

One of the main things that has gott en me through this diffi  cult 
year has been seeing the incredible ways we – as people, as 
Americans, as concerned citizens of the world – have pulled 
together and taken care of one another. From the wildfi res in 
California, to the dumpster fi re in the White House, the crises we 
face today are far beyond the ability of any one person to solve.

That is the theme of our Annual Report for this year: lifting up the 
stories of the many, many people involved with the Urban Justice 
Center, from the staff  we employ, to the activists we train, to the 
community members we work with. In these pages, you’ll meet 
the at-risk students in the Bronx who participated in a basketball 
tournament organized by Power of Purpose (part of the inaugural 
class of our Social Justice Accelerator program), which the local 
police precinct credited for preventing violence all summer 
long. You’ll meet the Safety Net Activists, a group of incredible 
volunteers – all with personal experience of homelessness and 
precarity – who have been successfully lobbying the city to make 
change on behalf of themselves and people like them. You’ll read 
about our urgent law suit, developed to protect our clients from 
being ambushed by ICE, which is supported by State Att orney 
General Tish James, among many others. And you’ll hear the 
stories of some of our most diffi  cult cases, where our clients 
needed help that spread across many of the Projects we house.

Together, we are making a diff erence – and you are an important 
part of that “we.” Without your support, there would be salaries 
for our staff , no offi  ce to train activists in, not even the paper on 
which to send you this report. Our community – my community 
– is stronger because you are in it.

Only through collective action do we stand a chance.

Doug Lasdon
Executive Director



DEFENDING  
INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS

OUR STRENGTH 
LIES IN OUR UNIQUE 

STRUCTURE
which empowers diverse advocates to tackle intrac-
table problems in groundbreaking ways. Each Proj-
ect sets their own course, but is united by a shared 
commitment to social justice, enabling us to defend 
individuals’ rights in ways smaller agencies can’t.

For instance, when our client Salma first came to 
our office in 2016 she had been living on the streets, 
in and out of shelters for several years. A human 
trafficking survivor, Salma was referred to our Sex 
Workers Project to get help applying for a traffick-
ing visa. SWP staff provided trauma therapy, case 
management and legal assistance until– after many, 
many meetings and applications – she won a cov-
eted T-visa. Remaining connected to SWP for con-
tinued case management support, Salma was finally 
able to move out of the city’s shelter system and into 
her own supportive housing apartment. However, 
the toll and trauma of the trafficking and years of 
homelessness, transphobia and violence Salma en-
dured, manifested in severe PTSD symptoms and 
prevented her from being able to secure employ-
ment in the formal economy. 

Salma initiated her own application for disability 
benefits and UJC’s Mental Health Project quickly 
added their expertise to the fight, joining Salma’s 
interdisciplinary team, and collaborating with SWP 
to educate the Social Security Administration about 
T-visa holder’s eligibility and Salma’s mental health 
disability. Months of tireless holistic advocacy from 
the team and dogged persistence on Salma’s part  
resulted in yet another win--Salma is living safer 
and healthier now, a visa holder, in her own Brook-
lyn apartment, with life-saving Medicaid and dis-
ability benefits.

Photos by Aidan Sullivan

“I wish there was a UJC in  
every city in the world.”

— Salma

Salma with Brooke Taylor from the Mental Health Project and Rosie 
Wang from the Sex Workers Project



BUILDING INCLUSIVE 
COMMUNITY

AT UJC, WE BELIEVE WE ARE STRONGEST 
WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER.

In 2019 alone, the Safety Net Activists:

› Signifi cantly raised awareness on how the City’s 
poorest and most vulnerable communities are 
subject to arbitrary abuse at City benefi ts offi  c-
es. As a direct result, in August 2019, the City 
Council passed an oversight package aimed at re-
quiring new training methods, improving services, 
and increasing accountability and transparency at 
the offi  ces.

› Released a report that showed the harmful eff ects 
of “transfer” practices carried out within NYC 
shelters, revealing that homeless families and indi-
viduals are subject to arbitrary and forcible shelter 
moves across the city, often with no notice or rea-
son provided and no ability to contest the move. 
The report was covered in the New York Times.

In 2020, the Safety Net Activists will launch a new 
Know Your Rights guide, the fi rst resource of its kind 
to provide critical information to homeless New 
Yorkers about their rights in shelter and resources 
in the diffi  cult process of fi nding housing. The guide 
will be distributed to homeless New Yorkers across 
the City.

For this reason, many of our Projects partner with 
others to push for systemic changes in New York City 
– often, organizing with people directly impacted by 
these issues. Not only does this grow the community 
of people advocating for social justice, it also empow-
ers community members and gives them new tools to 
create change for themselves and others. 

In 2014, the Safety Net Project and impacted com-
munity members launched the Safety Net Activists, 
a volunteer group of New Yorkers who have lived ex-
perience with poverty, homelessness, and the public 
benefi ts system. Jonathan Sunshine, pictured here, 
has been part of the Activists for many years. 

"Never forget that many 
superheroes were justst  regular 
people before their circumst ances 
transformed them and made 
them what they are."

— Johnathan Sunshine

Photo by Brent Stirton

Safety Net Activist s at City Hall Rally



FUELING  
SYSTEMIC CHANGE

When our client CZ went to court seeking an or-
der of protection against their abusive ex-partner, 
the last thing they expected was to be ambushed 
by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 
The American courthouse has always been a symbol 
for sanctuary, but in the last year, ICE has pervert-
ed that image, using our nation’s courts as traps to  
attack noncitizens - without judicial warrants – at 
the most vulnerable moments of their lives. As a re-
sult, CZ is terrified to return to the courthouse, and 
even considered reuniting with their abuser in order 
to survive. 

Our courts must be safe spaces for people in dan-
ger, which is why we at UJC are part of a coalition 
that is suing ICE to put a stop to these cruel raids. 
For centuries, common law has recognized that civil 
arrests in or around courthouses threaten the true 
pursuit of justice, but ICE now flagrantly disregards 
this important precedent – “a disastrous and danger-
ous break from previous policy,” as State Attorney  
General Letitia James said at the rally announcing 
our case.

NO ONE SHOULD HAVE  
TO CHOOSE BETWEEN BEING  

ABUSED AND BEING DEPORTED.

“You can’t have true justice if you 
are afraid to go to court.”

— Atossa Movahedi 
Domestic Violence Project

UJC Staff at ICE Lawsuit Rally	

State Attorney General Letitia  
James speaks at ICE lawsuit rally



AFTER SIX MONTHS, WE 
ASKED OUR FIRST CLASS 

TO REFLECT ON WHAT 
THIS EXPERIENCE HAS 

MEANT FOR THEM

At the start of 2019, we launched our ambitious Social Justice Acceler-
ator (SJA), with a mission to fi nd and incubate critical new initiatives 
working in the social justice sphere. Mentoring early phase projects 
(and the activists who create them), has always been a part of UJC’s 
work, but with the Accelerator, we have formalized it into regular, 
bi-yearly classes of new Projects.

“As a young executive director, the mentor-
ship and guidance provided by UJC’s leader-
ship team on everything from fundraising to 
hiring has been invaluable.”

— Katie Sgarro

AsylumConnect
“The UJC team has connected me to poten-
tial funders, assistst ed me with the intimidat-
ing 501c3 application process, and st strategized 
with me as I set up my organization’s pro-
gramming and services.”

— Lauren Blodgett 

The Brave House

“We’ve had the invaluable opportunity to 
learn from and network with all the other 
amazing projects at UJC as we grow our cause 
and fi ght for social just stice.”

— Tim Nevius

College Athletes Advocacy 
Initiative “With the support of the Urban Just stice Cen-

ter, Power of Purpose gained immediate 
credibility and has grown from an idea to a 
non-profi t poised to change the lives of Bronx 
youth.”

— Jenay Nurse & Kwame Thompson

Power of Purpose (PoP)

“When I began S.T.O.P. in January, we were a dream, a name, and a desk in my living room. Today, 
with the help of the Urban Justst ice Center we are an internationally-recognized force for surveil-
lance reform, powered by a growing stst aff  that brings lawsuits, crafts policies, and develops software 
to protect the privacy rights of every single New Yorker.”

— Albert Fox Cahn

Surveillance Technology Oversight Project (STOP)



Power of Purpose (PoP) is one of the organizations we brought in for the � rst class 
of the SJA. Centered in the Bronx, they aim to intervene in the lives of at-risk youth, 
before they become gang or criminally involved. With our support, they were able 
to launch a 12-week basketball tournament over the summer, when many youth 
– without other outlets – frequently � nd themselves in trouble. � e tournament 
teams were purposely devised to include youth who were a�  liated with rival gangs, 
and all youth were required to receive mentoring before and a� er each game. 

Fresh o�  this success, the leaders of PoP were mentored by Urban Justice sta�  to 
successfully apply for their � rst major grant, to fund a school-based mentoring pro-
gram based on the PoP curriculum. Starting in November 2019, this grant enabled 
them to launch a mentoring program for youth at the Urban Assembly Charter 
School for Computer Science in the Bronx.

POWER OF PURPOSE

“The Top of the Hill tournament is directly responsible for having no 
shootings amongst  my Housing Developments... this was a safe place 
run by the community and for the community.“

-Captain Keiyon S. Ramsey
Commanding Offi  cer, Local Police Precinct

Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., State 

Assembly Member Marcos 
Crespo, PoP Co-Director 

Kwame Thompson, and 
two PoP members at the 

Top of the Hill tournament

A CLOSER LOOK AT ONE SJA PROJECT

Championship Team, Middle-School Division, PoP Top of the Hill Tournament



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
$200.1k +
HRA CSBG
HRA LSWP
NYC DOHMH 0911 048 AO
NYC HPD HPI
NYC HRA AHTP
NYC HRA DSS Non Res
NYC HRA HPLP
NYC HRA IOI
NYCC DoVE
NYS IOLA
NYS OCA
NYS OTDA DAP
NYS OVS 490
SBS Worker Coop
Single Stop USA, Inc.
Skadden Fellowship
  Foundation
Stiftung Auxilium

$200k - 50.1k
Ap Management
Borealis Philanthropy
Community Healthcare
  Network
Disability Advocates Client
  Trust Account
Fairfi eld County  
  Community Foundation  
  Inc.
H. Van Ameringen
  Foundation
Hunger Solutions Of New
  York, Inc.
ICAN - Independent 
Consumer Advocacy
  Network
Frederick  J. Iseman
Levi Strauss Foundation
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
NEO Philanthropy
New York Foundation
NYC City Council
NYC DOHMH Reentry
NYC DYCD Discretionary
NYC HRA CSBG
NYC Mayor's Offi  ce
NYC SBS Vendy Plaza
NYS DCJS
NYS Health Foundation
NYS OCFS
NYS OVS 456
Open Society Institute
Rockefeller Philanthropy
SBS Brooklyn A
Services For The
  UnderServed
Silicon Valley Community
  Foundation

The Abbey Fund
The Annenberg Foundation
The Benevity Community
  Impact Fund
The City Of New York
The Jericho Project
Three Dog Foundation
Unbound Philanthropy
WePay

$50k - 25.1k
Charles E. Scheidt Family
  Foundation
Cravath, Swaine & 
  Moore LLP
Dorothea Haus Ross
  Foundation
Joel Frank
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Immigrant Justice Corps
InterAct For Change
Jewish Communal Fund
Marty & Dorothy 
  Silverman Foundation
Natational Religious
  Campaign Against Torture
National Domestic 
  Workers Alliance
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison LLP
Paypal Charitable 
  Giving Fund
Poverty Justice Solutions
Price Philanthropies
  Foundation
Robin Hood Foundation
Ropes & Gray LLP
Schwab Charitable
The Calamus Foundation
The Draper Richards
  Kaplan Foundation
The Karev Foundation
The New York 
  Women's Foundation
The North Star Foundation
The Pitcairn Donor
  Advised Fund
The Wunderkinder
  Foundation
Vanguard Charitable

$25k - 10.1k
American Endowment
 Foundation
Columbia University
Communities Foundation
  Of Oklahoma
Conant Family Foundation
Crowdside Justice

Fund For The City Of 
  New York
Joe Hamid
Morris A. Hazan 
  Family Foundation
Island Foundation Inc
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Jill Kirshner
Peter Koffl  er
Latham & Watkins LLP
Ryan Murphy
National Immigration 
  Law Center
New York Women's
 Foundation
NYS DOS
Orrick, Herrington,
  Sutcliff e Foundation
OTDA Hamilton
Brian Pastuszenski
Proskauer Rose LLP
James S. Rubin
Service Year Exchange
Shapiro Foundation
Nicholas H. Taranto
The Beecher Budziak
  Family Fund
The J.M. Kaplan Fund, Inc.
The M&T Charitable
  Foundation
The Morningstar
  Foundation
The New York 
  Bar Foundation
The New York 
  Community Trust
The Ryan Murphy Trust
The San 
  Francisco Foundation
Tides Foundation
Bradley A. Tusk
UC Berkeley
United States Treasury

$10k - 5.1k
Michael Barnes
Bett er Life Foundation 
Pat Budziak & 
  William Beecher
Community Foundation Of
  The Chatt ahoochee Valley
Community Foundations
  Of The Hudson Valley
Conduent
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Epstein Teicher
  Philanthropies

Mark Filip
Fried, Frank, Harris,
  Shriver & Jacobsen LLP 
Daniel Gallancy
Howard Gilman 
Foundation
Human Rights First
Incredible Oak Inc.
Institute of International
  Education
ITMFA
King & Spalding LLP
Jennifer Lin-Weinheimer
Loring, Wolcott  & Coolidge
  Trust, LLC
M K Reichert Sternlicht
  Foundation
Li Markakis
Isha Mehmood
Fred Mwangaguhunga &
  Notoya Green
NYC OCJ Torres
  Discretionary
Och-Ziff  Capital
  Management Group
Geoff rey Pott er & 
  Peggy Brown
Samantha Power
Rutgers Presbyterian
  Church
Skadden
Stonewall Community
  Foundation
Sullivan & Cromwell, LLP
The Greater Sum, Inc.
The Lucius N. Litt auer
  Foundation
The Weil Family
  Foundation
Unitarian Universalist
  Assoc. of Congregations
Virginia & Ambinder, LLP
Wilmington Trust
Winky Foundation

$5k - 2.1k
Abelow Family Foundation
Alec Story
Amrican Muslim Fund 
Ayman Elsawah
Arnold & Porter LLP
Association For
  Neighborhood & 
  Housing Development
AT&T 
Boston Foundation
Bronx Industries-Strong
Tim Carvell

Chhaya Community 
Development Corp.
Cleary Gott lieb Steen &
  Hamilton LLP
Cliff ord Chance US LLP
Walt Cooper
Crowell & Moring LLP
Cuti Heck er Wang LLP
Anne E. Dade
Daedalus Foundation Inc
J. F. M. Domlans
Elmo Foundation
Expa, LLC
Falcon Foundation, Inc.
Marc Falcone & 
  Caitlin Halligan
James W. Fentress
Fenwick & West LLP
Jonathan Finer
Lynn Gastellum
Carolyn Gemmell
Guilford Publications, Inc.
Kevin Haggerty
Taryn Higashi
Hispanics In Philanthropy
HRA City Council
Interamerican Coff ee, Inc
Jana Foundation
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
David A. Judd
Karsten Family Foundation
Klipper Family Foundation
Carmen Lawrence
Ruth Levine
Julia E. Lourie
Lisa J. Lourie
Robert W. Lourie
William C. Mallison
Mayer Brown LLP
Mark McDermott 
Raymond McGuire
Chris Meade
Stephen Milliken
Minneapolis Foundation
Neighborhood Fiber Co.
Ricard Olga
Matt hew Patsky
Arnold Peinado
Penguin Random 
  House LLC
Presbyterian Church
  (U.S.A.)
Ressler Family Foundation
Barbara J. Richmon
Judith A. Rubin
Ruth And Peter Metz 
Family Foundation
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Jennifer Scott 
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Scott  M. Spector
Evan A. Stone
The Advocacy Fund
The Cowles 
  Charitable Trust
Chhaya Community 
Development Corp.
Cleary Gott lieb Steen &
  Hamilton LLP
Cliff ord Chance US LLP
Walt Cooper
The Leo S. Walsh
  Foundation
The Michael Simonson and
  Beth Lief Fund
The Philanthropic Fund
Jeff rey Trachtman
Triangle Community
  Foundation Inc.
Truist Comprehensive
  Distribution
Edward Turan
Twilio.org Impact Fund
Venable Foundation, INC.
Richard Walker
David Wu
Yerba Buena Fund
Raymond H. Young

$2k - 1k
Adobe
Alfred & Jane Ross
  Foundation
Angelo R. Cali & Mary V.
  Cali Family Foundation
Katrina Baker
Elizabeth Baldwin
Ballard Spahr LLP
Andrew Barriger
Elizabeth Beem
Benenson Strategy Group
Daniel Bergey
Christopher J. Berman
Bessemer Trust Company
Bright Funds Foundation
Joseph & Margot Calabrese
  Charities Aid Foundation
Jennifer Chu
Citibank N.A.
Community Foundation
  For Southeast Michigan  
Michael Coppola
Michael Coyne
Democracy Fund Inc.
Julie Domonkos
Kimberly Drew
Donald Druin

Kevin Eldridge
Diane Englander
Equal Justice America, Inc.
Cassandra E. Euphrat 
Weston
Brita Fisher
Barbara Friedman
Jay M. Goff man
Jonathan Goldberg
Russell Goldfarbmuren
Matt is Goldman
Goodwin Procter LLP
Evan Gross
Eliza Hale
John Hall
Kathleen Hanna
Mary Hartnett 
Richard Hill
John Hitt 
Mark Holland
Steven & Ellen Ingerman
Peter Isajiw
J.P. Morgan Charitable
  Giving Fund
Dixie Johnson
Robert Johnson
Chapman Jonell
Allen S. Joslyn
Alex Katen-Narvell
Isaac & Ellen Kier
Dillon Kim
Laura Kleban
Lambert Family 
Foundation
Bradshaw Lea
Paul Leake
Paul Levy
Los Alamos National
  Security, LLC
Eve Markewich
Douglas Marron
Jaime Martinez-Rivera
Angela McCray
Michelle Mercer
Meyers, Janice R.
Keith Moff att 
Andrew & Liza Morgan
Eric Mori
MUFG Union Bank
Dimitri Nemirovsky
NY State Helath Payments
George Packer
Ronald Pauls
Justin Reich & Elsa Olivett i
Rebecca Reis
Ritual Coff ee Roasters Inc
Alida Rol
Roots to Leaves Fund

Eric & Laurie Roth
David Rothstein
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. 
Foundation
Karl Schultz
Ollie Schwartz
SCOTUS Theater
Sunandan Sen
Leslie Sim
David Simons
Doug Smith
Naomi Sobel
Christine Spolar
Jessica Stevens
Sarah Stockdale
Stuart Strauss
Michael Strizzi
Systems Inc., FlIR
Leah & Christopher Tahbaz
Jacob Tapper
Zemora Tevah
The Big Rogowsky, Inc.
The Commonwealth Fund
The Fraenkel Family
  Foundation
The Greater Cincinnati
  Foundation
The Henry J. Kaiser Family
  Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
  Corporate
The Posillico Foundation
  Inc.
The Robert M. Schiff man
  Foundation
The San Diego Foundation
The Shannon 
  Foundation, Inc
The Shapiro Family
  Foundation
The Summit Charitable
  Foundation, Inc
The U.S Charitable 
  Gift Trust
The Wilson Sonsini
  Goodrich & Rosati
  Foundation
Benjamin C. Thypin
Branch Trent
Ultimo Coff ee, LLC
Vanderbilt University
Michael Volkovitsch
Weinman Family
  Foundation
Leilani Wilmore
Frank Wolf
Amy Young
Christopher Zeigler

Donors from 7/1/18-6/30/19
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AsylumConnect 
uses technology to help LGBTQ asylum seekers fi nd 
safe legal aid and other support.

The Brave House
is a community space providing holist ic services to 
immigrant girls who are survivors of gender-based 
violence.

College Athletes Advocacy Initiative
advocates for the fair and equal treatment of col-
lege athletes to combat exploitation in the multibil-
lion dollar sports indust ry.

Domestic Violence Project
protects the rights of domestst ic violence survivors to 
allow for a self-determined and safe future.

Human Rights Project
promotes recognition and implementation of the 
full spectrum of human rights in the United States.

Mental Health Project
works to enforce the rights of low-income New 
Yorkers with mental health issues.

Peter Cicchino Youth Project
provides legal representation to homeless youth in 
NYC, with a focus on the needs of LGBTQQ youth.

Power of Purpose (PoP)
is a solution to the violence, crime, and cycle of 
criminal just stice involvement plaguing youth ages 
14 to 18 years old in the Bronx.

Safety Net Project
works to ensure access to public benefi ts for low-
income New Yorkers.

Sex Workers Project
provides legal & social services, advocacy, educa-
tion, and organizing for the human rights of sex 
workers.

Street Vendor Project
works to correct social and economic injust ice faced 
by NYC st street vendors.

Surveillance Technology Oversight Project 
(STOP)
addresses st state and local offi  cials’ growing use of 
surveillance technologies, especially on communi-
ties of color.

UJC INITIATIVES

LIKE OUR NEW LOOK?
Check  out our new website which swept the Transform Awards North America winning both the premium awards 

– for ‘Best st overall visual identity’ and the evening’s ‘Grand prix, designed by branding experts Superunion.

To see more, visit URBANJUSTICE.ORG


