
NYC, Dec. 2007 – DVP is pleased to announce the release of "Race Realities in 
New York City", a shadow report submitted to the United Nations Committee on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), which contains a "Domestic 
Violence" chapter documenting discrimination against battered women of color and 
immigrants.  The report can be found at http://www.hrpujc.org/documents/
NYCCERDSRWeb.pdf .    

 
The U.S. is a party to the CERD Convention and is obli-
gated under international law to take steps to eliminate 
racial discrimination in this country.  This report docu-
ments continued race and ethnicity discrimination in NYC, 
in violation of CERD.  

As part of an ongoing effort to frame domestic violence as 
a human rights issue, and to document the particular obsta-
cles that racial minority and immigrant victims of domes-
tic violence face in obtaining governmental protection and 
support, DVP co-authored the Domestic Violence chapter 
together with Columbia Law School’s Human Rights 

Clinic and Sexuality & Gender Clinic; Voices of Women Organizing Project; and 
Amna Akbar (formerly of Queens Legal Services).   
 
The US underwent periodic review by the CERD Committee in Geneva on Febru-
ary 21-22, 2008.  Several of our co-authors attended and participated in a powerful 
review session where the United States delegation found itself seated in a room 
jam-packed with activists. Informed and encouraged by the impressive presence of 
activists in the room, the CERD Committee asked pointed questions and challenged 
the United States stance of exceptionalism with respect to international law. 

 Shadow reports such as this one set forth the invaluable perspective of non-profit 
agencies and the experiences of our clients/constituencies. If you are interested in 
learning more about the CERD process, or other efforts 
to frame domestic violence as a human rights issue, 
please contact us.  

DVP Co-Authors Report to United Nations,  
Framing Domestic Violence as Human Rights Issue 

 Power Thoughts    Survivors share their favorite inspirations 

Our deepest fear is not that we 
are inadequate. Our deepest 
fear is that we are powerful be-
yond measure. It is our light, not 
our darkness, that most frightens 
us. We ask ourselves, who am I 
to be brilliant, gorgeous, tal-
ented, and fabulous? Actually, 
who are you not to be? You are 
a child of God. Your playing 
small doesn't serve the world. 
There's nothing enlightened 
about shrinking so that other 
people won't feel insecure 
around you. We are all meant to 

shine, as children do. We are 
born to make manifest the 
glory of God that is within us. 
It's not just in some of us, it's 
in everyone. And as we let 
our own light shine, we un-
consciously give other people 
permission to do the same. 
As we are liberated from our 
own fear, our presence auto-
matically liberates others. 

 ~ Marianne Williamson,         
    A Course in Miracles 
 

Here are some questions for reflec-
tion on these thoughts: 
 

1) What are some of my best 
qualities? 

2) When do I most feel these 
qualities coming out? 

3) When do I feel best? 
4) How can I bring more of those 

good feelings into my life? 
 

Be gentle with yourself and enjoy your 
explorations! 
To submit a thought for our next newslet-

ter, email vlehrer@urbanjustice.org.  
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Get the Facts: 

 

• A Journal of 
American Medicine 
study suggests that 1 
in 5 high school girls 
has been physically 
or sexually abused 
by a dating partner. 

 

• More than 1 in 4 
girls in grades 9 to 12 
have been the victim 
of physical or sexual 
abuse or date rape. 

 

• At least 37% of 
female patients 
treated in hospital 
emergency rooms for 
violence-related inju-
ries were injured by 
an intimate partner. 

 
 
For more statistics, 
please visit:  
 
http://www.nyc.gov/
html/ocdv/html/
statistics_resources/
statistics.shtml 




