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NEWS IN BRIEF

Federal Judge Approves Food Stamp Processing Settlement

The settlement of a 4-year-old lawsuit over delays in processing food stamps in

New York City was approved yesterday. Southern District Judge Robert W. Sweet gave

the green light to the agreement, which was reached last month between lawyers for

the city and the New York Legal Assistance Group, the National Center for Law and

Economic Justice and the Urban Justice Center. The city agreed to abide by dead-

lines for processing applications, including expediting applications for families

most at need. The settlement also ensures that people experiencing delays are

provided a mechanism to seek relief and requires the city to post signs in food

stamp centers giving the time frame for processing applications. Judge Sweet will

retain jurisdiction to enforce the settlement over the next four years. -- Mark

Hamblett

Panel Upholds Conviction in Rikers Stabbing Incident

An appeals panel has upheld the conviction of an inmate whom two correction of-

ficers witnessed stabbing a fellow inmate on Rikers Island. In a 4-1 opinion, the

Appellate Division, First Department, held that statements and cross-examination

questions by the prosecutor concerning whether Pablo Pastrana had been intimidated

by his assailant, Brian Henderson, did not violate Mr. Henderson's right to a fair

trial. Although Mr. Pastrana denied Mr. Henderson was involved in the attack, the

state asserted during summation that 'snitches get stitches' and said the case was

about Mr. Henderson's 'arrogance and thinking that no one would be here to testi-

fy...against him.' In upholding Bronx Supreme Court Justice Robert G. Seewald's

2005 sentence of 16 years to life, the majority also concluded that no prejudice

resulted from the jury learning of Mr. Henderson's status as a prisoner, since the

case involved an inmate assault. In a lone dissent, Justice James M. Catterson

wrote that the 'People's unfounded comments and insinuations about the intimida-

tion of the victims substantially prejudiced' Mr. Henderson and called for a new

trial. Justices David B. Saxe, Eugene L. Nardelli, and John W. Sweeny Jr. com-

prised the majority. People v. Henderson, 1832-1832A, appears on page 37. --

Noeleen G. Walder

Judge Urges Settlement in Harry Potter Suit

J.K. Rowling and a publisher who wants to release an unauthorized lexicon to her
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