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Thur sday, April 17, 2008

NEWS | N BRI EF
Federal Judge Approves Food Stanp Processing Settl ement

The settlenment of a 4-year-old |awsuit over delays in processing food stanps in
New York City was approved yesterday. Southern District Judge Robert W Sweet gave
the green light to the agreenent, which was reached | ast nonth between | awers for
the city and the New York Legal Assistance G oup, the National Center for Law and
Econom ¢ Justice and the Urban Justice Center. The city agreed to abi de by dead-
lines for processing applications, including expediting applications for fanilies
nost at need. The settlenent al so ensures that people experiencing delays are
provi ded a nechanismto seek relief and requires the city to post signs in food
stanp centers giving the tine frame for processing applications. Judge Sweet will
retain jurisdiction to enforce the settlenent over the next four years. -- Mark
Hanbl et t
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